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Implementation of Criminal Justice Act Alternative Hourly Attorney Rates

The Criminal Justice Act (CJA) hourly private “panel” attorney compensation rates of $70 for 
in-court and $50 for out-of-court work, which are currently paid in most judicial districts, will be raised
$5 to $75/$55, respectively, for work performed on or after April 1, 2001.  The $60 in-court/$40 out-of-
court hourly rates were raised by $5 to $65 in-court/$45 out-of-court for work for performed on or after
January 1, 1996, and a second $5 increase to $70 in-court/$50 out-of-court applied to work performed on
or after January 1, 2000.  The Judicial Conference has approved a panel attorney hourly rate of $75 for
in-court and out-of-court services for all 94 judicial districts, but the $75 rate has not been implemented,
except as shown below, due to the unavailability of funds.  The judiciary is seeking funding for a $113
in-court and out-of-court rate for FY 2002. 

The CJA alternative hourly attorney rates in the chart below, applicable in 16 judicial districts,
have been in effect since January 1, 1990 (except as otherwise specified):  

Districts/ CJA Alternative Hourly Attorney Rates
Court Locations (In-court and out-of-court)
Alaska        $75    
California (N)        $75
California (C)               $75
California (S)                                                                            $75
District of Columbia        $75
Hawaii+        $75
New Jersey        $75
New York (E)                     $75
New York (S)        $75
Oregon+                                                                   $65 out-of-court only*

Arizona+, #        $75
  (Phoenix & Tucson only)
California (E)#               $75
  (Sacramento & Fresno only)                                          
Michigan (E)#                $75
  (Detroit only)
New Mexico#        $75
  (Las Cruces only)
Washington (W)#        $75
  (Seattle only)
Nevada+, #                               $65 out-of-court only*

  (Las Vegas & Reno only)

+ These CJA alternative rates include a raise of $5 for work performed on or after January 1, 2000.

* The CJA hourly attorney compensation rate for in-court work performed on or after April 1, 2001, is
$75 in the Districts of Oregon and Nevada (including the Las Vegas and Reno court locations).

# The CJA hourly attorney compensation rates are $75 in-court and $55 out-of-court for all other court
locations in the district for work performed on or after April 1, 2001. 


